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Dear guests and friends of the German Conference at Harvard,

A few months have passed since we came together to discuss some of the most pressing global challenges of the coming decade. We were 
honored that 500 guests joined us this year, and delighted about the diversity of 66 nationalities and an impressive array of backgrounds. Fac-
ulty and students from all parts of Harvard were joined by professionals and participants from other leading universities in the US and from 
around the world.

it is to you that we owe the result: stimulating and dynamic discussions throughout a multi-faceted program, ranging from peaceful revolu-
tions to renewable energy, from Afghanistan to the arts. Thank you all for joining us!

We have compiled this collection of highlights in both images and words to invite you to lean back, take a moment, and reflect on the German 
Conference at Harvard 2010.

it is also meant as a small but heartfelt token of thanks to all who made this year’s program possible: the 36 speakers and moderators, our 
40 colleagues in the Organizing Committee, and our many dedicated partners. Above all, we are grateful to our Honorary Chairman, German 
Ambassador to the United States Klaus Scharioth, as well as to the Bertelsmann Foundation, the Friedrich Naumann Stiftung für die Freiheit, 
the German Consulate General in Boston, the German information Center, the Haniel Foundation, and the Boston Consulting Group. Sincere 
thanks to you and many more partners and helping hands – without you the German Conference at Harvard could not have become what it is 
today.

it has been a great pleasure working with you to make these two exciting days happen. We look forward to seeing the conference develop in 
coming years and invite you to join us for the German Conference at Harvard 2011 - set for February 18-19!

Birte Schreitter von Schwartzenfeld, Nadja Himpler, and Lukas Streiff 
for the Organizing Committee 2010
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A PAth ForwArd  
on ClimAte ChAnge?

Friday February 19,  

graduate School of design

Addressing global challenges and seeking 
directions for a new decade was the theme 
of this year’s German Conference at Har-
vard. Convinced that climate change is likely 
to be the most formidable challenge of our 
generation, we decided to get right to it: the 
Opening Keynote Address featured one of the 
most respected voices on climate change in 
the United States: Professor Daniel Schrag, 
Director of Harvard’s Center for the Environ-
ment and member of President Obama’s 
Council of Advisors on Science and Technol-
ogy.

Prof. Schrag offered a reality check both to 
green enthusiasts as well as to climate skep-
tics and citizens of the developing world who 
insist on passing the buck.

Germans in the audience were confronted 
with a very non-European framing: Schrag 
presented neither a minutely detailed prog-
nosis about arctic ice sheet melting, nor did 
he insist that we must keep the atmosphere 
from warming by more than 2%. Rather, 
Schrag explained that he thinks of climate 
change as the biggest experiment ever con-

Keynote AddreSS: 
daniel schrag

director of the harvard Center for the 
environment and member of the President's 
Advisory Council on Science and technology 
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ducted on earth: “The world’s atmosphere 
has not contained as much carbon dioxide 
as it does today in the past 650,000 years, 
perhaps not in the last 35 million years. We 
simply do not know exactly what this will 
mean.”

As humble as his framing, as strong was his 
call to action: substantial climate change is 
unavoidable; the question is when, by how 
much, and to exactly what effect. Rather than 
await elusive scientific clarity or a technologi-
cal silver bullet, the world has no alternative 
to radical measures of mitigating climate 
change and adapting to its consequences.

Having invoked the high risk of inaction, 
Schrag made clear that time is working 
against us: carbon dioxide stays in the 
atmosphere for a very long time – even if we 
stopped emitting tomorrow, we would not 
solve the problem. Oceans and glaciers take 
so long to respond to atmospheric changes 
that they will continue to warm long after 
we reduce emissions. Finally, replacing our 
energy infrastructure with renewable energy 
technology will take decades, even if renew-

ables were dirt-cheap. Trillions of dollars 
worldwide are locked in infrastructure that 
amortizes in cycles of 30-40 years.

in Schrag’s words, “we are not driving a 
sports car – we are driving a supertanker 
at full speed.” Changing course radically 
enough is going to take a lot more than put-
ting solar panels on roofs in countries that 
rarely see the sun, he told the audience, 
earning laughter from the international 
crowd and a sigh from the Germans. 

i thought the presentations were excellent. daniel 

schrag’s presentation mentioned that back in the eocene 

period the ocean was 100 meters higher than today and 

that by 2060 the carbon footprint in our atmosphere will 

be the same as it was back then… 

this i will remember for a long time. 

Bob pettigrew
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AddreSSing globAl  
ChAllengeS - direCtionS  

For A new deCAde

Friday February 19,  

graduate School of design

es gibt nichts gutes, außer man tut es.  
– erich kästner

things won are done; joy’s soul lies in the doing. 
 – William shakespeare

in his keynote speech, Prof. Jürgen Kluge 
tackled no less than the general theme of 
this year’s conference, laying out key global 
challenges and highlighting directions for 
the near- and mid-term. Prof. Kluge first 
embarked on a pointed review of the gov-
ernmental response to the recent crisis, in 
which he emphasized the need for effective 
and concerted action. To illustrate the impact 
of decisive actions and fundamental change, 
Prof. Kluge highlighted a number of achieve-
ments from the past decade: China tripled its 
GDP, Germany tripled its share of renewable 
energies, and the OECD countries reduced 
the industrial waste per unit of output by 
40%. With these encouraging examples, Prof. 
Kluge laid out three crucial policy directions 
for the coming years.

First, companies and economies will have 
to adapt to the “new norms” of the global 

Keynote AddreSS: 
Jürgen kluge

Ceo of haniel, Chairman of the Supervi-
sory board of Celesio, and former head of 
mcKinsey germany
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economy, and will have to grow in an environ-
ment characterized by higher uncertainty and 
increased volatility. The recent past has seen 
an acceleration of economic activity around 
the globe, characterized by decreasing time 
constants, a higher degree of interconnect-
edness, and an increasing complexity in the 
financial sector. in order to compete suc-
cessfully in this new environment, economies 
will have to focus on improving total factor 
productivity rather than generating economic 
results through financial engineering and 
the resulting “forward pull of wealth” that 
occurred in the recent past. in the future, 
the focus on productivity improvements will 
constitute a particular challenge for devel-
oped countries, as inputs such as labor force 
and natural resources will continue to shrink 
and substantial productivity increases will 
be necessary in order merely to maintain the 
current standard of living.

Second, economies will have to reduce their 
consumption of natural resources and will 
have to preserve the planet through in-
creased energy efficiency and resource pro-
ductivity. The current path of economic devel-

opment has negative effects of far-reaching 
implications. increased environmental pol-
lution and the resulting climate change not 
only jeopardize the economic development 
of future generations, but also exacerbate 
economic imbalances between countries. To 
sustain prosperity and economic growth in 
the future, there is no alternative other than 
fundamentally changing the way economic 
development is being pursued. Recycling and 
resource preservation are crucial issues; the 
Western model of resource utilization cannot 
be duplicated globally. in the past, industrial-
ized countries have been living at the expense 
of developing countries and at the expense of 
future generations: “if we don’t rethink our 
resource model, it’s not sustainable.”

Third, developed countries will have to ad-
dress the consequences of demographic 
shifts. They will have to cope with shrinking 
and ageing labor forces and recognize the 
opportunities resulting from concomitant 
shifts in consumer demand. in particular, the 
developed world will have to promote R&D 
and innovation to sustain productivity in-
creases. Given the ageing population this fo-

cus on innovation, along with a restructuring 
of the health care system, will pose a major 
challenge. At the same time, since the elderly 
will occupy an increasingly large space of the 
consumer landscape, providing substantial 
market potential, this demographic shift also 
holds significant opportunities for companies.

These are great challenges. However, Prof. 
Kluge ended his keynote address on a cau-
tiously optimistic note: he highlighted direc-
tions and contributions on a macro-economic, 
corporate, and individual level and found an 
encouraging closing message for the audi-
ence: “i don’t want to leave you in despair. 
you have to find your own way, and i’m quite 
convinced you will rise to the challenges.” 
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loSt in trAnSlAtion - the 
troubleS oF rePorting 

ACroSS the Pond 

Friday February 19,  

Sheraton Commander hotel

Claus Kleber, anchorman of the leading 
German news program heute-journal, has 
received numerous awards, both official and 
unofficial. Tv viewers have elected him as 
the most competent German news anchor; 
several of his productions gained national 
and international recognition; he earned 
great praise for his reporting on 9/11 (while a 
correspondent in DC); and he was dubbed the 

“world explainer” and “the Robert Redford of 
German news journalism”. 

At the German Conference at Harvard, 
Kleber received an additional award: His 
50-minute dinner speech in the ball room 
of Cambridge’s Sheraton Commander Hotel 
was among the most well-received events of 
the whole conference. Describing himself as 
the “obstacle before the main course”, Kleber 
provided the audience with an enlightening 
tour d’horizon on the relationship between 
Germany and America and the difficulties of  
reporting on American issues on the other 
side of the Atlantic . 

“Lost in translation: The troubles of report-
ing across the pond” was the title of Kleber’s 

Keynote AddreSS: 
claus kleBer

Anchor of germany’s leading daily tV news 
program “heute journal” on channel ZdF
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speech. He used the incident around the 
“special relationship” between US President 
Bill Clinton and White House intern Monica 
Lewinsky as a starting point for his descrip-
tion of German misconceptions of the role 
of the American President; a role which 

requires not just political but also moral 
leadership. Kleber discussed the difficulties 
of communicating this duality to a German 
audience; there existed thus a conceptual 
difference in the understanding of political 
leadership that could affect public percep-
tions of political events and practices. 

Kleber described how he encountered Lewin-
sky weeks before she became famous, he de-
scribed his interviews with the White House 
incumbents during his tenure as a corre-
spondent in DC, and he stressed the widening 
gap in perception between the German and 
the American public before and during the 
war with iraq. Admitting that he, like most 
American and German politicians and ana-
lysts, believed in the existence of iraqi WMDs, 
Kleber emphasized how the repercussions of 
the iraq war have led to a sense of alienation 
between the respective nations.

With a third of the 300-people audience 
standing in the back of the ball room to get a 
closer look at Kleber, the dinner guests were 
thrilled by his lucidity, insight and intimacy 

with long-lasting applause as the audience’s 
commentary. 

Laughter filled the room when Kleber’s 
introducer, HKS student Manuel Hartung, 
presented him with a thank-you present: a 
crimson-colored tie with the seal of Harvard 
University. Confronted with 300 very likely 
observers of his next news program, Kleber 
promised he would think about wearing the 
tie on the show. He kept the promise five 
days later – when German Conference at-
tendees could recognize the crimson tie with 
the small Harvard University seals during 
Kleber’s national broadcast. 
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the trAnSAtlAntiC AgendA

Saturday February 20, graduate 

School of design

The opening keynote on the second day of 
the conference was given by Ambassador 
Klaus Scharioth. He presented on the current 
status of “The Transatlantic Agenda” by ad-
dressing 10 key areas of concern and called 
for international collaboration to address 
these issues.

Before elaborating on each of these 10 areas 
in greater detail, Scharioth noted that the 
agenda today differs greatly from that of the 
1970’s and 1980’s: whereas in the past the 
focus was on Germany and the development 
of the European Union, today’s agenda is 
concerned with truly global issues. Schar-
ioth emphasized that the concerns of today’s 
world cannot be solved by any one country 
but only through the concerted efforts of 
the international community. in his view, the 
collaboration between the EU and the US in 
particular is of the highest importance and 
can serve as a role model for other countries. 
Luckily, noted the ambassador, the relation-
ship is currently better than ever before.

Scharioth then started with the first key 
area on the agenda, climate change: there is 

Keynote AddreSS: 
klaus scharioth

german Ambassador to the united States
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increasing evidence that we are observing 
man-made climate change with severe con-
sequences. in this situation, Germany can be 
seen as a role model: by reducing emissions 
and increasing the percentage of renew-
able sources of energy, Germany not only 
mitigates climate change but also enhances 
energy security and creates jobs.

The second key area was nuclear disarma-
ment. Without international intervention 
Scharioth estimated that in 10 to 15 years, 20-
25 countries will possess nuclear weapons. 
He added that this would pose a grave threat 
since those countries might not be able to 
exercise effect control over their nuclear 
arsenals, so that there would be the constant 
danger of proliferation to terrorist groups. 
Scharioth urged nations to react quickly and 
in a concerted manner to prevent such a 
situation.

Points 3 – 10 were the economic and financial 
crisis, terrorism, the problem of failed 
states, Afghanistan and Pakistan, iran, the 
Middle-East, Russia, and alterations in the 
international system of checks and balances. 

The speech was followed by a question-and-
answer session. Of particular interest to the 
audience were questions on how Germany 
might be able to exert its influence in iran; 
the current crisis in Greece and its impact 
on the EU; the conditions necessary for ef-

ficient collaboration between Europe and the 
United States; the question of how to spread 
Enlightenment values; and the role of global 
business in the solutions to global problems.
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PortrAitS oF 
nobel lAureAteS 

PreSented by 
PhotogrAPher  

peter Badge 
Friday February 19,  

graduate School of design
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PortrAitS oF 
nobel lAureAteS 

PreSented by 
PhotogrAPher  

peter Badge 
Friday February 19,  

graduate School of design

Nobel Laureate: An eminent descriptor that 
applies to very few in the world. But when it 
does, it signifies that someone has accom-
plished something exceptional and distinc-
tive in their lifetime. Can someone who has 
achieved such excellence really be a normal 
human being? What does their private life 
look like? We cannot know the answers to 
these questions without having a personal 
acquaintance, but Peter Badge has opened 
up, for us ‘outsiders,’ an alternative path. in 
2000 he embarked on a project to create a 
series of photographs of Nobel Laureates 
which has turned into a long-term, ongoing 

project that has taken him across the world 
in order to photograph every living Nobel 
Laureate from John Nash to Aung San Suu 
Kyi.

Peter Badge’s presentation of his Nobel 
Laureate photographs and his experiences 
with capturing them on film gave an insight 
into the lives of these distinguished individu-
als. it was fascinating to see the way in which 
Mr. Badge’s talent allows him to capture 
these individuals in different situations; 
situations that captured the essence of who 
the subjects were, not as Nobel Laureates, 

but as people. Mr. Badge brought these 
extraordinary individuals to a human and 
humane level. The photos told stories; he told 
stories, sad, serious, humorous, and absurd. 
Particularly memorable is perhaps the 
story about how he met the Russian writer 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, a story full of dodgy 
hotel rooms, secretive intermediaries, and 
encounters of the less desirable sort with 
immigration officials.

We all look forward to seeing this collection 
grow as more individuals enter into the world 
of Nobel Laureates. 



12 | GermAn ConferenCe At HArvArd |  FEBRUARy 19–20, 2010 |  Conference Highlights

the ArtiSt And 
the StAte – how 

SoCietieS CultiVAte 
or obStruCt 

CreAtiVity 
A conversation between 

conductor Kent nAgAno 

and artist Jürgen PArtenheimer

Saturday February 20,  

graduate School of design

moderated by holm Keller
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An extravagant jewel in the program of 
the German Conference: the conversation 
between the American-born conductor Kent 
Nagano (currently General Music Director of 
the Staatsoper in Munich) and the German 
artist Jürgen Partenheimer on the role of the 
state in assisting in the creative process. The 
last ‘official’ item on the schedule, and taking 
place on a beautiful Saturday’s late after-
noon, this exchange between two charismatic 
speakers attracted a huge crowd and provid-
ed the conference with a suitably grand finale. 
Surely, the crowd was not disappointed: as 
the last words of a memorable talk wafted 
through the halls, the audience sprang to 
their feet and expressed their enthusiasm 
with standing ovations which seemed to last 
an eternity. And yet not long enough.

An extravagant jewel, then, but no extrava-
ganza, no futile embellishment of a program 
otherwise oriented toward the more immedi-
ately socio-political. For as became abun-
dantly clear in the course of the conversation, 
the arts are more than simply the fanciful 
coloring to the grey reality of the homo politi-
cus, beautifully irrelevant. An ‘extra’, yes, but 

one which encourages curiosity, nurtures 
the ability to abstract and produces not only 
happy but also successful human beings.

But there is no need for further words and 
lengthy summaries. instead, we invite you to 
peruse, in what follows, the words of the two 
speakers themselves. Kent Nagano’s gen-
eral and enthusiastic plea for the arts is an 
excerpt from the conference, a transcription 
which will make the great appeal of the event 
immediately obvious; Jürgen Partenheimer 
offers a dense and beautiful summary of his 
thoughts on the relation between artist and 
state.

Enjoy! 

why Fight For the ArtS?  
Adapted from comments by Kent Nagano

i believe very strongly, on the basis of history 
and anthropology, that what is often cited - 
that the arts are for the elites - is a myth. if 
we look at ancient cultures we remark that 
there were wealthy cultures and there were 
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poor cultures. But what fascinate us are the 
artifacts that were left behind, because it is 
through these art forms that we can know 
about the characteristics and the qualities of 
these cultures. They are, in a sense, the pur-
est form of the expression of humanity that 
there can be. 

The arts give perspective. it has been scien-
tifically shown that children who are exposed 
to the arts do better in academic work. it’s 
not an accident that many of the most suc-
cessful leaders, be they politicians, business 
leaders or social leaders, had the arts as a 
part of their development. 

it is a myth that arts education exists to churn 
out the next Jascha Heifetz or Glenn Gould. 
No, arts education exists because it allows 
us to use our minds in a way that obliges us 
to take concepts and abstract them. And this 
abstraction is the seed of creativity. if we 
are confident and fluent in this abstraction, 
that creativity will serve us whether we are 
a baker, a lawyer, or a professor, a business-
man, or a musician. 

Contrary to the allegation that they are 
for the elites, the arts are one of the most 
democratic gifts that one can share because, 
in essence, artistic expression doesn’t cost 
anything. Artistic expression is a god-given 
gift that we are all endowed with. We should 
encourage it, nourish it, and train it - that is 
why i believe in arts education. 

i come from a rural, very, very small town; 
an old fishing village where the main source 
of income is dairy, cattle farming and fishing. 
Now, with a population of 1900 there is no 
opera house; there is no symphony orches-
tra. yes, i played the piano and was exposed 
to the arts early. But what really did it was 
that the community in this little town put 
their money together because they happened 
to believe that we kids should have some 
exposure to culture. it took two years, but the 
village got enough money together to invite 
the San Francisco Symphony to come and 
give a concert. We did not have a concert hall 
so the community got together and turned 
the basketball court into a makeshift concert 
hall. 

At a recent reunion of the members of our 
Moral Bay Symphony Orchestra – i think we 
were 35 around our conductor – we real-
ized that ten of us had gone on to become 
professional musicians. The other members 
of that orchestra had gone on to excel in their 
various occupations in life. 

i cannot put my finger on it and say it was the 
visit of the San Francisco Symphony that did 
something, but i think that it was the attitude 
of the community – the attitude that some-
how there was a need for a cultural basis, a 
cultural identity; that there was a need to be 
able to have a cultural education in order to 
maintain an open mind. And i think that is the 
key: it is easier to have an open mind if you 
can look at the world through abstraction. 
And that is why i have no problem fighting as 
hard as i can for the arts. 
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the ArtiSt And the StAte 
by Jürgen Partenheimer

“What does a song weigh?” asks Carlos 
Drummond de Andrade, the most revered 
Brazilian poet of the 20th century. What do 
vision and experience weigh? it is all about 
what is “more”, what is extra in our lives and 
our memories. it is that complexity, which is 

“neither created nor chosen but discovered, 
pre-existing within the artist” as Samuel 
Beckett wrote. This pre-existing potential 

“more”, these “extras” nurture our curios-
ity, encourage our intuitive knowledge, lead 
to discursive knowledge in the philosophic 
sense, make for awareness and inspire cre-
ativity - which brings me straight to our topic:

“the Artist and the State – How Societies 
Cultivate or obstruct Creativity.”

its first part is a statement, while the second 
part implies an explanation as well as a 
question. Does the first part, however, imply 
the subtle presence of a question mark as 
well? Does it perhaps suggest we scrutinize 

the term “state” and its meaning, particularly 
for us as artists?

“the artist and the state”

The state commonly includes all institutions 
of government. it represents both our mod-
ern political systems and also our nations. 
However, the governing and supportive insti-
tutions are quite difficult to define accurately 
when relating the general to the specific, to 
the “self.” it is indeed quite a peculiar rela-
tionship, and one that Franz Kafka so haunt-
ingly portrayed in his parable “Before the 
Law” in his famous novel “The Trial”: A man 
from the country seeks the law and wishes to 
gain entry to the law through a doorway. The 
doorkeeper tells the man that at present he 
cannot go through. The man asks if he can 
ever go through, and the doorkeeper replies 
that it may be possible. The man waits by 
the door for years on end and at least at one 
moment attempts to look through the door to 
get a glance at the interior. The doorkeeper 
acknowledges this with a smile and says: 
if you are tempted to go inside despite my 
interdiction you may try to do so but be aware 
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that i am only the first in line. Each subse-
quent room will be guarded by other, more 
powerful doorkeepers and already the third 
in line is so powerful that even i cannot bear 
his presence…

The important question remains how the 
individual, more precisely, how the artist 
sees himself in relation to this rather anony-
mous construct of “the state” or how he is 
perceived by it, if he is perceived by it at all. i 
will leave this question open for reflection for 
i think that the world of music functions as a 
much more complex entity within the state 
and therefore relates to it differently than 
does visual art.

The second part of the theme implies an es-
sential question:

“How do societies cultivate or obstruct  
creativity?”

it might be elucidating to exchange the terms 
and ask: how do our political and social sys-
tems, how does the state cultivate or obstruct 

creativity since the state is the institutional-
ized executive organ of society that asserts 
the parameters.

How is creativity cultivated? The question 
inevitably conjures up the simple and serene 
scene of a gentle gardener in a Buñuel movie 
watering the frail seeds of creativity and 
watching them grow into spectacular forms 
that are then admired by every visitor to the 
garden. But who is the gardener and who are 
the visitors?

To cultivate is not to tend to or maintain but to 
inspire, to encourage, to foster and to assist. 
At all times creativity has been encouraged 
by providing access to knowledge in keep-
ing with Kant́ s precept sapere aude, dare 
to discern and to accept creativity as an 
important impulse to discover, to be inspired 
by the poetry of life, the un-common, the un-
usual, leading in some wonderful instances 
to an inspiring “holder Wahnsinn”, amabilis 
insania, gentle madness. “Much madness 
is divinest sense to a discerning eye,” writes 
Emily Dickinson in one of her poems.

How does the state inspire and assist creativ-
ity? First and foremost i think by education 

– education that provides unlimited access 
to knowledge and leads to understanding 
and openness, to the freedom of self-deter-
mination in creative and “savage thinking”. 
For in the end creativity unites and inspires 
not only the arts but science and philosophy 
alike since “philosophy, art and science are 
not the mental objects of an objectified brain 
but the three aspects under which the brain 
becomes subject.” Here intellect and emo-
tion are united and it was the poet Elizabeth 
Barrett Browning who composed the most 
beautiful definition for that creativity, which 
we need to foster and preserve:

With stammering lips and insufficient 
sound 
I strive and struggle to deliver right 
that music of my nature, day and night 
With dream and thought and feeling 
interwound.

images and music are projections of emo-
tion and sensation. They represent our 
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thoughts and feelings and convey an idea of 
the perceived and imagined world. it is in the 
independence of his creative act that the art-
ist expresses distance and it is through this 
distance that he intervenes and shares his 
unconditional creativity.

And the obstruction? Obstruction of creativ-
ity is a neglected issue in our society. One of 
its synonyms is bureaucracy. The larger its 
gargantuan body becomes, the more ruth-
lessly it devours the fragile individual dreams 
of creativity, born of emotionally high spirits 
or with conceptual lucidity.

Relentlessly and with merciless Kafkaesque 
stoicism, untouched and in blind confidence 
bureaucracy follows the absurd pragmatic 
logic of a self-referential guideline philoso-
phy. Guideline mania is the driving force in 
the ever-growing jungle of bureaucracy and 
no affectionate ball of red fleece will free us 
from the labyrinthine constructions of habit 
and pragmatism that obstruct creativity with 
such pernicious dedication. Bureaucracy, 
however, is not the only obstacle. The grow-

ing economic involvement and intervention of 
our society in culture and the arts represents 
an omnipresent danger, not least for contem-
porary innovative and emerging creativity.

The economic, capitalist behavior of the 
West and also, to an increasing extent, of the 
East, absorbs culture and the arts, absorbs 
their creativity into the development and 
production of controlled commercialized 
systems evaluated only in terms of supply 
and demand. Such an evaluation, however, 
destroys the essential neutrality of culture 
and the arts and changes it dramatically. Let 
me quote Laymert Garcia dos Santos, a soci-
ologist and friend from Campinas University, 
Sao Paulo:

“If we wish to understand our contempo-
rary society, we must first understand 
how culture - how creativity - was 
colonized by capital and what kind of 
devastating effects such colonization 
has on the politics and goals of emanci-
pation. Global capitalism is cannibaliz-
ing culture, all culture worldwide, and is 

thereby threatening the basic founda-
tions of society, such that it is causing 
the disintegration of the cultural riches 
of our world in an increasingly intensive 
and mad economic instrumentalization”.

From these short reflections on the general 
context of the duality of “artist and state”, 

“cultivation and obstruction”, it seems quite 
clear that the intrinsic consequence for the 
artist is to take an altogether different stance 
as a pre-condition for creativity. This stance 
will essentially entail a spiritual, imaginative, 
free, intuitive and non-compliant attitude.

it is not about “weighing the song” but about 
offering it as an unconditional spiritual gift. it 
is an offer that has its origin in an indepen-
dent, pre-existing creativity and also in that 
essential solitude out of which this gift grows. 
in choosing that opportunity, in adopting that 
attitude, the artist manifests the true identity 
of creativity and in so doing establishes a 
social context. 
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scaling reneWaBle 
energy: 

megA-ProJeCtS 
VS. deCentrAliZed 

SolutionS 
Friday February 19

graduate School of design

philip giudice 
commissioner of the Massachusetts department 
of energy resources

Michael kruklinski 
chief strategy officer and head of corporate develop-
ment of siemens corporation usa

eicke WeBer 
director of the fraunhofer institute 
for solar energy systems

WilliaM hogan [Moderator] 
professor, harvard kennedy school
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Just two months after the UN’s Copenhagen 
Summit, three distinguished experts from 
research, politics and economics shared 
their views on the future of renewable energy. 
Under the moderation of Harvard Ken-
nedy School Professor William Hogan, they 
discussed whether it makes sense to focus 
on regional mega-projects, like huge solar 
plants in the desert, or if we should instead 
think about energy sustainability in terms of 
local generation – for example, on rooftops.

in general, all three experts agreed that we 
must continue increasing our renewable 
energy supply, but they expressed differ-
ent ideas about the ideal path for reaching 
our goals of sustainable energy production. 
Michael Kruklinski, Chief Strategy Officer of 
Siemens Corporation USA, highlighted the 
need not only to focus on the generation side 
of energy but also on consumption. in his 
opinion, especially smart grids would play a 
major role in this task.

Former Cal-Berkeley faculty member and 
current Director of the Fraunhofer institute 
for Solar Energy Systems, Eicke Weber, fo-

cused more on technical aspects: because of 
its unlimited potential, he believes solar and 
geothermal energy will dominate the market 
in the long run. Even though these technolo-
gies are often thought to be too expensive, he 
argued that in sunny areas, such as Arizona, 
we already produce solar electricity for the 
economically competitive price of 12.5 cents/

kWh. Furthermore, we should recognize that 
solar panels are based on semi-conductors, 
a technology whose development potential 
is well known from the computer industry. 
A rule of thumb predicts that whenever the 
amount of transistors doubles the cost of 
energy production decreases by around 20%
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Professor Weber further emphasized that ul-
tra-high transmission lines already allow for 
the transport of electricity across 1000 km 
with a loss of only 3% instead of the 30% on 
conventional lines. Given this and constantly 
declining solar energy prices Weber believes 
that in the future we will produce energy in 
centralized areas like the Sahara Desert. 
Moreover, given their leading role in the 
Desertec project, he predicted that this vision 
would be shared by corporations as Munich 
Re, one of the world’s biggest re-insurance 
companies. Weber hypothesized that Munich 
Re initiated Desertec out of concern that the 
increasing number of natural catastrophes 
caused by climate change could destroy their 
traditional business model.

Even though Weber agreed that a central-
ized solution is only viable for the long term, 
Philip Giudice (Commissioner of the Massa-
chusetts Department of Energy Resources) 
was skeptical. Rather, he believes that high 
transmission lines are too expensive and that 
we will not achieve a “big bang solution” with 
centralized energy production in the desert. 
While countries such as the United States 

still possess other alternatives, such as local 
production, Commissioner Giudice believes 
that the future will be marked by increased 
energy efficiency. 

Although diverse, the three views that 
emerged from the panel showed a broad 
range of possible solutions for the future of 
the energy industry, and the scope of dif-
ferences indicates that it is still too early to 
identify which of the possible opinions will 
most likely dominate the sustainable energy 
industry of the future. 
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Peaceful 
Revolutions: 
lessons froM 

Berlin 1989? 
Friday February 19

Arthur m. Sackler museum

Vera lengsfeld
german politician, human rights activist, author

charles Maier
professor of history, harvard university

Matthias Matussek
german journalist, der spiegel

kelly golnoush nikneJad
founder, editor-in-chief, tehran Bureau

stephanie friedhof [Moderator]

special projects Manager, nieman foundation for 
Journalism at harvard
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Who hasn’t seen images of the Berlin Wall, 
both intact and smashed? November 9th, 
1989, is a behemoth among even the biggest 
dates of modern history. This day marks the 
beginning of reunification of Europe’s most 
populous country and arguably strongest 
economy, paving the way for the ongoing 
evolution of a unified Europe. Making this 
monumental event possible were not just 
the hammers being swung at the Wall on 
November 9th or the politicians at home and 
abroad, but also the fall of the Berlin wall and 
the men and women who protested peaceful-
ly for their rights in Eastern Germany, risking 
not only their freedom but also their lives. 

As a tribute to the 20-year anniversary of 
this monumental event and the citizens and 
activists that brought it about, we invited four 
panelists to explore what exactly the lessons 
from Berlin 1989 were, and how they could 
be applied today – particularly in iran. 

Charles Maier, one of Harvard’s premier 
scholars of history and European studies, 
contributed great academic depth to the 
panel conversation, drawing on countless 

examples of peaceful revolution in Europe. 
Matthias Matussek, one of Germany’s leading 
journalists and the author of the acclaimed 
Palast Hotel Zimmer 6101, offered his first-
hand knowledge and helped to bridge the 
two stories we aimed to address in our panel 

– that of East Germany’s past and iran’s cur-
rent convulsions of protest. 

vera Lengsfeld, a former German MP, ac-
complished author and life-long activist 
equally aided the bridging and comparing of 
these two countries’ struggles. Ms. Lengs-
feld’s stories and eye-witness accounts 
touched many in the crowd and paid tribute to 
the spirit that made the fall of the Wall possi-

ble. Kelly Golnoush Niknejad, the founder and 
editor-in-chief of the acclaimed online news 
source Tehran Bureau, brought her vast 
knowledge and deep personal commitment 
to the discussion and helped us discover the 
parallels and differences between the ira-
nian and German cases. Stefanie Friedhoff of 
the Harvard Nieman Foundation for Journal-
ism admirably mastered the task of binding 
together the stories and expertise of these 
four unique experts to draw a comprehensive 
picture of what lessons indeed emerged from 
Berlin 1989 and how they remain relevant 
even two decades later. 
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afghanistan -  
And no end?

Saturday February 20

harvard Faculty Club

saMina ahMed
south asia project director, international crisis group

ronJa keMpin
deputy head of international security division,  
stiftung Wissenschaft und politik  
(german institute for international and security affairs)

MohaMMad akBar Quraishi
former director of assessments at the  
afghan national security council

gerard russell
fellow, carr center for human rights policy,  
harvard kennedy school

annette heuser [Moderator]

executive director, Bertelsmann foundation, 
Washington, dc
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The panel focused on Afghanistan disagreed 
on the role of Taliban engagement in the 
country’s political future. However, the panel-
ists felt similarly about whether the impo-
sition of a Western-style democracy was 
indeed the best way to achieve lasting peace 
in the region. Akbar Quraishi, Former Direc-
tor of Assessments at the Afghan National 
Security Council, was perhaps the most 
outspoken in arguing for a different form of 
government.

All participants felt that the West’s atten-
tion span with respect to Afghanistan had 
been too short; institution-building had not 
been broached with the necessary patience, 
regional expertise, and an ability to listen 
carefully. Samina Ahmed, South Asia Project 
Director for the international Crisis Group, 
emphasized that the focus had always been 
on a militarily-imposed solution, rather than 
on consequential civilian engagement. Para-
doxically, as Gerard Russell pointed out, both 
the presence and proposed return of troops 
have had a destabilizing effect: “the interna-
tional community has forced Afghanistan into 
an overreliance on foreign forces and foreign 

aid,” he said. The British diplomat, formerly 
part of the UN mission to Afghanistan, noted 
that the lack of true investment in the cre-
ation of sustainable institutions exacerbated 
the tenuous situation: “We haven’t convinced 
the Afghans we are here to stay,” he said. 
Ahmed agreed: “The people on the ground 
believe that the international community 
doesn’t really care. People think, ‘the Ameri-
cans have decided who will be our next ruler 

– we have no say,’ while trust is [being] further 
eroded through the lack of basic services,” 
she said. in her view, considering that people 
saw how militias were ‘made’ into police 
officers more or less overnight and that 
corruption and bribery continue seemingly 

unchecked, one should not be surprised at 
the growth in violence and overall instability.

Panelists agreed that a ‘clash of visions’ 
was at play – the slowly emerging Western 
consensus on the possible shape of the 
region’s future had little to do with what tribal 
and elected leaders had envisioned for their 
country. Meanwhile, confusion about the re-
mit of the Afghanistan mission was growing 
in iSAF-mission supplying countries. German 
troops were sent into the country to predomi-
nantly support civilian rebuilding but have 
increasingly become targets of insurgent 
violence, as Ronja Kempin, currently Fellow 
of the Harvard Weatherhead Center, noted. 
She further pointed out that, in Germany, the 
international demands to increase troop size 
and engagement were increasingly met with 
resistance, given that few leading politicians 
were able to acknowledge the conflict as a 
war. Discussants agreed that in an effort to 
strengthen public support at home and in the 
region, international leaders need to spend 
more – not less – time listening to the Afghan 
people in developing an implementable vision 
for the future. 

it was an exciting conference which triggered several 

interesting projects. congratulations to the organizing 

committee. looking forward to the next meeting.

frank porzsolt
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Where is the next 
harVard? 

Future exCellenCe 
in SCientiFiC 

reSeArCh
Saturday February 20

graduate School of design

philip altBach
professor, Boston university

ursula gather
president, tu dortmund university

Matthias kleiner
president, the german research foundation (dfg)

iJad Madisch
ceo and co-founder of researchgate;  
researcher, radiology department, Mgh

Matthias risse [Moderator]

associate professor of public policy and philosophy, 
harvard kennedy school
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Can we imagine any other “Harvard” than 
Harvard University? According to panel 
chair Manuel Hartung, Chief Editor of ZEiT 
Campus, merely asking this question in Cam-
bridge may appear heretical. But it is a legiti-
mate one to ask at a time when Germany is 
spending billions on its “excellence initiative” 
to create academic institutions to rival the 
great models of the American East Coast.

Could a Harvard exist in Germany? Modera-
tor Mathias Risse, Professor at the Harvard 
Kennedy School and a German-US dual 
citizen, suggested that Germany is not ready 
yet: in his view, those hundreds of German 
researchers at elite American institutions, 
who prefer to work in the US, provided clear 
evidence. in the States, Risse said, academ-
ics find better working conditions, experi-
ence more interest in their competence and 
benefit from more transparent hiring and 
promotion procedures. One of them, ijad 
Madisch, medical researcher and CEO and 
Co-Founder of ResearchGATE, the world’s 
biggest online social network for scientists, 
agreed. The flexibility he enjoys in the US, 
running both an academic career and his 
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startup, he made clear, was impossible in the 
German system.

“Hiring the best people is the key to creat-
ing a top university”, Ursula Gather from TU 
Dortmund University pointed out, echoing the 
paradigm at US research universities. Gather, 
the first-ever female president of a Ger-
man technical university, emphasized that 
fundamental reforms in recent years, such 
as independent budgeting, have transformed 
German universities and brought them closer 
to realizing this goal. But she also reminded 
the panel that achieving excellence takes 
time. Harvard itself has taken centuries to 
become what it is today -- in fact more than 
three. Matthias Kleiner, president of Ger-
many’s leading research funder DFG, further 
pointed to the tremendous reforms cur-
rently undertaken in the German academic 
system to reunify research inside and outside 
of universities, citing the new Karlsruhe insti-
tute of Technology (KiT) as a prime example. 
Germany, it seems, is reviving an idea which 
it originated some 200 years ago and that has 
been taken up by the best US universities, to 
their great benefit: the unity of teaching and 

research. So Germany might be on its way 
back to excellence – even though the dozens 
of German researchers in the audience were 
divide don the celerity of the process.

But what is happening elsewhere? Should 
the US and Germany be worried about rival 

“new Harvards” developing in the Gulf States, 
China, or india? Philip Altbach, Director of 
the Center for international Higher Education 
at Boston College, posited an answer: the 
Gulf States, he analyzed, still lack the scale 
and sustainability to build excellent higher 
education institutions. Similarly, india does 
not invest enough in higher education and 
has produced excellent but only very small 
institutes of Technology, thus guaranteeing 
a continued flow of indian graduate students 
to the US, who usually stay. China’s big 
challenge is not resources – its government 
invests heavily and has created its own “ivy 
League” – but building a truly meritocratic 
academic culture. “The jury is still out here”, 
says Altbach, “but the world should remain 
well aware of what is happening”. 
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redesigning  
health care 

froM scratch
Saturday February 20

harvard Faculty Club

annette grüters-kieslich
professor of pediatrics, dean of the charité – 
universitätsmedizin Berlin

WilliaM hsiao
professor, harvard school of public health

annette WidMann-Mauz
parliamentary state secretary, 
the german federal Ministry of health

katharina Janus [Moderator]

assistant professor at columbia university, department 
of health policy & Management
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in the midst of the fierce US health care 
debate of 2010, our international panel of 
experts took up the challenge to take a step 
back from political discord and answer a 
big-picture question about their vision for the 
future of health care: if they were to design 
a health care system to address the chal-
lenges of the 21st century, what would it look 
like? Would it be possible to overcome the 

“inevitable” contradiction between access 
and excellence within a single national health 
care system?

Mrs. Widmann-Mauz, the Parliamentary 
State-Secretary and Deputy Minister of 
Health of Germany, and Prof. Hsiao, a veteran 
economist of healthcare from Harvard’s 
School of Public Health with experience in 
health care reform in nearly a dozen coun-
tries, agreed on the desirability of a system 
of universal coverage - optimally with single 
payer - but differed significantly in their views 
on the role and nature of competition within 
such a system: in Germany, competition 
takes place between insurers. However, true 
competition between providers, as proposed 
by Prof. Hsiao, might lead to better outcomes.
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Prof. Grüters-Kieslich, the Dean of the 
Charité, one of Europe’s largest university 
hospitals, led a call to think outside the box 
and explore new paths to improve health 
care. This initiated the panel’s subsequent 
discussion. Skilfully moderated by Prof. 
Janus, the panellists identified the impor-
tance of several factors, including medical 
education, the use of professional norms 
in addition to setting the right incentives to 
improve quality in health care delivery as top 
priorities. Questions such as who should set 
these incentives and what they should look 
like were discussed in light of Prof. Hsiao’s 
convincing argument that any system could 
be manipulated.

“We have a good idea what to do, but it’s hard 
to get it done”, said by Prof. Hsiao, as he con-
cluded the discussion by pointing to the logi-
cal next question: how can the findings pre-
sented in the panel be translated into action 
on a national level, and how can resistance 
to change be overcome in a highly sensitive 
area of public policy? We hope that this topic 
will be one for discussion at a future German 
Conference at Harvard. 
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innovate  
or buSt

Saturday February 20

graduate School of design

holM keller
executive Vice president for strategic development and 
administration, leuphana university lueneburg

f.M. scherer
aetna professor of public policy and corporate 
Management emeritus, harvard kennedy school

iMdat solak
consultant in the new media area

gregor peter schMitzr [Moderator]

correspondent, der spiegel
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“innovate or bust?” – This is the question 
industrial countries will face in the future, 
given increasing competition by developing 
countries. in this panel debate, a diverse 
group of speakers discussed the factors 
necessary for innovation. 

F.M. Scherer, Professor Emeritus at the 
Harvard Kennedy School, highlighted techni-
cal and scientific talent as well as access to 
capital for entrepreneurial ideas as the most 
important spurs for innovation. He expressed 
concern about his perception of the strong 
bias towards post-graduate degrees in busi-
ness administration in US higher education 
as a result of the enormous salaries paid 
in the financial sector. Scherer argued that 
these incentives lure students away from 
important fields such as engineering and the 
physical sciences. 

Holm Keller, currently working on strategic 
development for the Leuphana University Lu-
eneburg, reported that the same pattern ap-
plied to innovation at universities. His recipe 
has been not only to provide newly hired 
professors with funding but also to express 

trust in their capabilities as researchers. 
Opining on the impact of the current financial 
crisis, Wolfgang Daum, a serial health care 
entrepreneur with a background in engineer-
ing and physics, said that the crisis did not 
play a major role for his business, which he 
founded during the financial turmoil of 2008, 
it even helped to attract employees. Holm 

Keller also argued that he could currently 
hire exquisite talent from the private sector 
for Leuphana University. 

imdat Solak, working in New Media for Nokia, 
explained that the constraints of the linguistic 
and business environment in Finland neces-

sitated early internationalization, forcing 
his company to employ a well educated and 
internationally thinking work force. Solak 
argued that these were key factors for in-
novation in general and for Nokia’s success in 
particular. Professor Scherer supported this 
view, reporting that Finland has one of the 
world’s highest concentrations of engineers 
and scientists. 

All in all, the debate – which was engagingly 
moderated by SPiEGEL journalist Gregor 
Schmitz – provided a well-rounded and 
international perspective on innovation in 
the twenty-first century and highlighted the 
tremendous importance of training in the 
fields of science and engineering, which most 
of the panelists agreed is currently neglected 
in many industrialized countries. While 
providing sufficient funding for innovation, 
developed countries will have to continue to 
nurture and reward talent in order to remain 
innovative in the long run. Developed coun-
tries do not only need to provide sufficient 
funding to science and high tech fields, they 
will also need to create efficient structures to 
identify and support young talent.  

to me it was a truly unique event - striking an ideal balance 
between formal & educational events, networking oppor-
tunities, and fun. i left inspired, more aware of key interna-
tional issues, and established new contacts. i also enjoyed 
the diverse makeup of participants as well as speakers: it 
was great to gain perspectives from students and industry 
veterans, germans as well as americans. 

Matthias leitzmann, partner
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orgAniZing 
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Ambassador Klaus Scharioth
Honorary Chairman
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Lukas Streiff, Chief Executive Officer

nadja Himpler, Chief Financial Officer

Birte Schreitter von Schwarzenfeld, Chief 
Operations Officer

keynotes
David Bachmann
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Mark Holmquist

iljad Madisch

Jonathan Müller

Matthias Röder

panel – “innoVate or Bust”
Johann Blauth (Chair)

Dirk Jeschke

Laura Mehler

Björn von Siemens

Ariel Stern

Holger Wilms

panel – “scaling reneWaBle energy:  
Mega-proJects Vs. decentralized solutions”
Björn von Siemens (Chair)

Johannes Arzner

Christoph Brenner

Jonathan Müller

panel – “afghanistan - and no end?”
Cathryn Clüver (Chair)

Joseph Nothmann

Philipp Rotmann

panel – “redesigning health care froM scratch”
Martin Hoff (Chair)

Johann Blauth

Claudia Friedrich

ijad Madisch



Conference Highlights |  FEBRUARy 19–20, 2010 |  GermAn ConferenCe At HArvArd | 45

panel – “Where is the next harVard?  
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Jo Aylor (Chair)

Kathrin Bimesdörfer

Matthias Röder

Alfred Wiederer
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Sven Merten

Christian Planck

Matthias Röder

Marketing
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Katrin Alberding

Jo Aylor

Christine Cordel
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Klaus Scharioth
German Ambassador to the United States

Ambassador Dr. Klaus Scharioth presented his credentials on March 13, 2006. He was born 
1946 in Essen, North Rhine Westfalia, Germany. He studied law in Bonn, Geneva and Freiburg, 
as well as international relations, international law, international finance and economics at 
the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Harvard Law School and the John F. Kennedy 
School of Government and holds M.A., M.A.L.D. and Ph.D. degrees in addition to the German 
Law Degree.

in 1976 he joined the German Foreign Service. Since then he has held posts around the world, 
including Quito, Ecuador, the Permanent Mission of the Federal Republic of Germany to the 
United Nations in New york, Chef de Cabinet (director of the private office) to the NATO Secre-
taries General Wörner, Claes and Solana; but also in Germany as Head of the German Foreign 
Minister’s staff and as Head of the North America and Security Policy Directorate.

From 1999 to 2002 he headed the Political Directorate-General and was Political Director of 
the German Foreign Office. From 2002 until March 2006 Dr. Scharioth served as State Secre-
tary, the highest civil service post in the German Foreign Office.

Klaus Scharioth is married and has three children.

Lukas Streiff | Harvard Kennedy School of Government
Chief Executive Officer

Lukas Streiff is a 2010 candidate for the Master in Public Policy at the Harvard Kennedy 
School of Government and focuses on foreign, security, and energy policy. While studying 
philosophy, politics, and economics as well as diplomatic history at the University of Penn-
sylvania and at Sciences Po in Paris, Lukas gained first experience in start-up management, 



Conference Highlights |  FEBRUARy 19–20, 2010 |  GermAn ConferenCe At HArvArd | 47

journalism, strategy consulting, and at the German Mission to the United Nations in New york. 
From 2006 to 2008, he served as Assistant to the President of the Klassik Stiftung Weimar, 
Germany‘s second largest public cultural foundation. Upon his graduation from Harvard in 
May 2010, Lukas hopes to work on the nexus of renewable energy and international politics.

nadja Himpler | Harvard Business School
Chief Financial Officer

Nadja Himpler is a 2010 candidate for the Master of Business Administration (MBA) at the 
Harvard Business School and focuses on finance, emerging markets and general manage-
ment. Before joining business school, Nadja worked as a Consultant in the Frankfurt office 
of McKinsey & Company. Nadja also studied at Cambridge University, Beijing University and 
Birmingham University, and holds a MA in European Studies and a MPhil in Chinese Studies.

Birte Schreitter von Schwarzenfeld | Harvard Business School
Chief Operations Officer

Birte Schreitter von Schwarzenfeld is a 2010 candidate for the Master of Business Adminis-
tration (MBA) at the Harvard Business School and focuses on strategy, technology and gen-
eral management. Before joining business school, Birte worked as a Consultant in the Berlin 
office of the Boston Consulting Group. Birte also studied at the Technical University in Berlin, 
Germany and at Duke University, NC, and holds a MS in physics.

Jonathan müller | Harvard Business School
Keynotes, Panel “Scaling Renewable Energy: Mega-Projects vs. Decentralized Solutions”

Jonathan Müller is an MBA candidate in the Harvard Business School Class of 2011. Prior 
to studying at Harvard, he was an Associate at The Boston Consulting Group (BCG), where 
he specialized in the financial services industry. During his undergraduate studies at the 
Universities of St. Gallen and British Columbia, Jonathan gained further experiences at an 
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entrepreneurial media company and as a member of the organizing committee of the 35th St. 
Gallen Symposium.

Cathryn Clüver | Harvard Kennedy School of Government
Chair: Panel “Afghanistan - and no End?”

Cathryn Clüver is second-year MPA student at the Kennedy School with a focus on non-profit 
management and comparative immigration policy. She looks back on a ten-year career in 
journalism and communications, during which she covered global affairs, most notably EU 
politics and business, immigration and the aftermath of September 11th, working as producer 
and writer for CNN-international in Atlanta and London and for and a number of public policy 
journals. She served on the management team of the European Policy Centre in Brussels, 
Belgium before working on public policy issues (demographic change, urban competitive-
ness) as Senior Journalist for Roland Berger Strategy Consultants from 2005-2008. She is 
a Fellow at the Hauser Center for Nonprofit Organizations and holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
in international Relations from Brown University as well as a Master’s Degree in European 
Studies from the London School of Economics.

david Bachmann | Harvard University
Keynotes, Panel “Scaling Renewable Energy: Mega-Projects vs. Decentralized Solutions”

David Bachmann is a visiting researcher at Harvard University (Berkman Center) and a 
doctoral candidate in law at the University of St. Gallen, Switzerland. He was educated at the 
University of Cape Town, Humboldt University of Berlin and the University of St. Gallen, the 
latter from which he received a Bachelor and a Master degree in Law and Economics. Since 
2005 David has been associated with CNC Communications, an international corporate con-
sultancy which advises corporations, institutions and individuals on all aspects of strategic 
communications.
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matthias röder | Harvard University
Closing Party and Concert, Panel “Peaceful Revolutions: Lessons from Berlin 1989?”

Matthias Röder is a Lecturer on music at Harvard University where he has just finished his 
PhD thesis on “Music, Politics, and the Public Sphere in Late Eighteenth-Century Berlin.” 
His main research interests include social history of music, digital musicology, as well as the 
creative process of Ludwig van Beethoven. He has published his research in the US, Germany, 
and Austria and has appeared frequently as a conference speaker and guest lecturer. Mat-
thias is the founder and editor of Zeitschichten.com, a web magazine on music and history, 
where he writes on contemporary music, the future of the classical music industry, and the 
art of listening to music. Before coming to Harvard in 2002, Matthias studied music at the 
Mozarteum University in Salzburg.

Christian Planck | Harvard Business School
Closing Party and Concert

Christian Planck is a 2011 candidate for the Master of Business Administration at the Harvard 
Business School. During his international business studies at the University of St.Gallen in 
Switzerland and the Singapore Management University, Christian gained experience in inter-
national politics, operations management and strategy. From 2007 to 2009, Christian worked 
as a strategy consultant for The Boston Consulting Group’s Healthcare Practice in Munich. 
Christian’s interests lie in the area of strategy consulting, private equity and entrepreneur-
ship.
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Katrin Alberding | Harvard Business School
Marketing

Katrin Alberding is a 2011 candidate for the Master of Business Administration at the Harvard 
Business School. Whilst studying for an M.A. in international Relations and Management at 
the University of St Andrews in Scotland, Katrin gained work experiences in diplomacy at the 
German Embassy in Washington D.C., marketing at DaimlerChrysler in Kuala Lumpur and 
corporate finance at Citigroup in London. From 2006-2008, she worked as a Financial Analyst 
in M&A and financing as part of the Citigroup Healthcare & Consumer investment Banking 
Team in London. From 2008-2009, she pursued an international rotation with the firm and 
became part of the Nikko Citigroup Cross-Border M&A Team in Tokyo.

manuel Hartung | Harvard Kennedy School of Government
Keynote Organizer, Chair: Panel Science

Manuel J. Hartung is a McCloy Scholar and 2011 candidate for the Master in Public Adminis-
tration at Harvard Kennedy School. He has been serving as the editor-in-chief of ZEiT CAM-
PUS, the bi-monthly university magazine of the German weekly DiE ZEiT, since 2007. in 2004, 
he had become the youngest editor and reporter at DiE ZEiT. Furthermore, Manuel studied 
History, Law, and Psychology at Bonn University and New york University and obtained his 
Master’s with a thesis on the Cold War and the expansion of higher education; he graduated 
from the Henri Nannen School of Journalism and taught journalism at Göttingen University. in 
2007 and 2008, he published a novel and a non-fiction book.
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rainer Höll | Harvard Kennedy School of Government
Panel “Where is the next Harvard? Future Excellence in Scientific Research”

Rainer Höll is a 2010 candidate for the Master of Public Administration (MPA) at the Harvard 
Kennedy School of Government with a focus on higher education, new media and strategic 
management. Rainer studied Philosophy and Modern German Literature in Tübingen, Berlin 
and London. He worked for the Bertelsmann Foundation in media policy projects and later for 
the Robert Bosch Foundation where he was responsible for science cooperation with China, 
research into sustainable resource use and science journalism programs. Last summer, he 
worked for E.ON Ruhrgas AG and the global strategy department of Deutsche Telekom AG. 
Since 1998, Rainer has supported the establishment of alumni networks in German schools 
to improve career counseling for high school students.

Johann Blauth | Harvard University
Chair: “innovate or Bust”, Panel “Redesigning Health Care from Scratch”

Johann Blauth is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Economics at Harvard University and 
currently researches issues in public, political, and social economics. Prior to beginning his 
graduate studies at Harvard in 2009, Johann studied economics and business administration 
at the University of St.Gallen and spent a year at Harvard College which ignited his interest in 
academic economic research. Besides working there as a research assistant, Johann gained 
valuable experiences in consulting, investment banking, and start-up management.

Ariel Stern | Harvard Kennedy School of Government
Panel “innovate or Bust”

Ariel Dora Stern is a PhD candidate in Public Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School of Govern-
ment and focuses on applied microeconomics in health policy and private sector entrepre-
neurship and innovation in emerging markets. Ariel studied economics at Dartmouth College, 
Oxford University and the Free University of Berlin and has been a researcher at the German 
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institute for Economic Research and the Federal Reserve Bank of New york. She has worked 
as an economist on Wall Street as well as in an iT start-up in Berlin and currently works with 
LeapFrog investments, the world’s first Microinsurance Fund.

Björn von Siemens | Harvard University
Chair: Panel “Scaling Renewable Energy: Mega-Projects vs. Decentralized Solutions”,  
Panel “innovate or Bust”

Björn von Siemens is an Entrepreneurship scholar and Ph.D. candidate at the University of 
St. Gallen and Ph.D. fellow at Harvard University. He has earned an M.Sc. in Accounting and 
Finance from the London School of Economics and a B.Sc. from European Business School 
in Oestrich-Winkel. Previously, Björn has done projects at the Boston Consulting Group as 
well as Bain & Company for corporate clients, and worked for the Droege & Company Private 
Equity in New york and the Corporate Business Development at Siemens AG in Singapore.

Holger Wilms | Harvard Kennedy School of Government
Panel “innovate or Bust”

Holger studied Politics, Philosophy and Economics at Oxford before going on to obtain a MA 
from Johns Hopkins University in international Economics and international Relations. Dur-
ing his studies he worked for the European Parliament, the German Foreign Ministry, United 
Nations Development Programme and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel-
opment. Before coming to Harvard, Holger worked for two years as a strategy consultant 
for McKinsey & Company in Berlin, focusing on public sector and financial services. At the 
Kennedy School of Government Holger is pursuing his interest in macro-economics and the 
political economy of international development.
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Laura mehler | Harvard Business School
Panel “innovate or Bust”

Laura Mehler is a 2011 candidate for the Master in Business Administration at the Harvard 
Business School. While studying at the European Business School in Germany and Harvard 
College, Laura gained first experience in strategic consulting and investment banking. Before 
attending Harvard Business School, Laura worked at a management consulting company for 
a year.

Johannes Arzner | Harvard Business School
Panel “Scaling Renewable Energy: Mega-Projects vs. Decentralized Solutions”

Johannes Arzner is a 2011 candidate for the Master of Business Administration (MBA) at the 
Harvard Business School. From 2007 to 2009, Johannes was working in the Global Health-
care Team at UBS investment Bank in London. Johannes holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
in international Business (Major: Finance) from Maastricht University, The Netherlands. Upon 
his graduation, Johannes hopes to work for a German based Private Equity company focusing 
on Healthcare and Energy investments.

martin Hoff | Harvard Kennedy School of Government
Chair: Panel “Redesigning Health Care from Scratch”

Martin Hoff is a 2010 Master in Public Administration in international Development candidate 
at Harvard Kennedy School of Government. His main focus lies on health care policies and 
health care financing with an emphasis on the particular economic and political challenges 
in developing countries. After studying business administration in Oestrich-Winkel (D), San 
Diego (USA) and viña del Mar (Chile) Martin gained experience in strategy consulting for 
clients in the health care as well as the financial service industry from 2005 to 2008. in the 
summer of 2009 he expanded his range of experiences to the public sector as the assistant to 
the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Health in Rwanda.
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Claudia friedrich | Harvard Medical School
Panel “Redesigning Health Care from Scratch”, Panel “Where is the next Harvard? Future 
Excellence in Scientific Research”

Claudia Friedrich recently finished her research work for her PhD thesis on “Engineered 
vascular networks” in the field of stem cell research at Harvard Medical School (HMS). 
Therefore, she worked in the Laboratory of Tissue Engineering and Organ Fabrication at 
Massachussetts General Hospital. Claudia is a 5th year medical student at the Charité Berlin, 
a joint faculty of both Free University Berlin and Humboldt University Berlin. During her 
studies she absolved medical clerkships in Singapore and Berlin in cardiothoracic as well 
as reconstructive surgery and anesthesiology. in 2008, Claudia has been leading the depart-
ment of program and science of the European Students’ Conference (ESC). Since 2009 she is a 
member of the Theodor-Billroth-Akademie (TBA). She is going to receive practical training at 
Harvard, at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine and at Charité Berlin in 2010. After 
having received her MD in 2011, Claudia will pursue a career as a clinical researcher.

Jo Aylor | Harvard Kennedy School of Government
Panel “Peaceful Revolutions: Lessons from Berlin 1989?”, Marketing

Jo Aylor is a Master of Public Policy (MPP) student at the Harvard Kennedy School of Govern-
ment and will graduate in May, 2010.

Her focus at the Kennedy School is in international and global affairs, negotiations, public 
private partnership and inclusive business.

Prior to her studies at Harvard, Jo worked for the Kyoto Prefectural Board of Education as an 
advisor for education policy and cultural exchange.
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Ijad madisch | Harvard Medical School
Panel “Redesigning Health Care from Scratch”, Panel “Where is the next Harvard? Future 
Excellence in Scientific Research”

ijad Madisch is CEO and Co-Founder of ResearchGATE, a Science and Research Network. 
ijad Madisch is also conducting research in the field of Radiology at Massachussetts General 
Hospital, Harvard Medical School. He studied both medicine and computer science at the 
University of Hannover, Germany. The focus of his doctoral thesis (awarded in 2007) was in 
the field of virology at the Department of virology, Medical School of Hannover, Germany, 
the molecular typing, evolution and gene therapy vector design of adenoviruses. Besides 
adenoviral vector design, his research interests are ultra-high resolution volume CT. He (co-)
authored more than 14 original articles in high ranking journals, and more than 30 confer-
ence abstracts for international conferences. He spent close to two years as a researcher at 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, a division of Harvard Medical School, Boston, Massa-
chusetts USA. in 2005, his research won the young investigator Prize by the RSNA, awarded 
to medical students in the USA.

Kathrin Bimesdörfer | Harvard Kennedy School of Government
Panel “Peaceful Revolutions: Lessons from Berlin 1989?”

Kathrin Bimesdoerfer is a Master of Public Policy Candidate at the Harvard Kennedy School 
and focuses on political and economic development studies. Before coming to the US, she 
worked with the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) in Laos and China in private sector 
promotion and economic reform projects. Kathrin holds a Bachelor degree in Social Science 
from Heinrich Heine University in Düsseldorf and a post-graduate certificate in Mandarin 
and China Studies from Peking University. She enjoys studying languages and spending time 
outside in nature.
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fabian meinel | Harvard University
Marketing

Fabian Meinel is a visiting fellow in the Department of the Classics at Harvard University 
and a Ph.D. candidate at Freie Universität Berlin, Germany. He received his B.A. and M.Phil. 
degrees in Classics from Cambridge University. His doctoral research focuses on religion 
in Greek tragedy but he has also published on the intellectual history of late antiquity and is 
immensely interested in the reception of antiquity in the 19th century. He was associate in 
a Berlin-based research project on the role of theatre in the formation of European identi-
ties from antiquity to the present and worked, as an intern, at the German Cultural Center in 
Atlanta, GA.

Giannina Schäfer | Harvard Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
Sponsor Relations

Giannina Schäfer is a first year PhD student in Chemistry and Chemical Biology at the Har-
vard Graduate School of Arts and Sciences. Her interests focus on organic synthesis and 
chemical biology geared towards drug discovery. Prior to her graduate studies, she studied at 
Jacobs University Bremen in Germany where she received her BSc in June 2009. During this 
time, she also worked at Nankai University in Tianjin, China as part of a research internship.
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Nationality

Germany 55 Graduate Students 38
United States 23 Other 34
Other 23 PhD Students 10

Undergraduate Students 10
 Faculty 8

Attendee AffiliationAttendee Affiliation Attendee ConcentrationAttendee Concentration
Harvard Kennedy School 13 Business & Economics 24
Harvard Business School 5 Social Science & Public Policy18
Other School/College, Harvard16 Humanities 13
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Other University 28 Natural Sciences 11
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Other Boston University 11 Engineering 5
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