GERMAN CONFERENCE
at HARVARD 2011
February 18-19, 2011
Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA

Dear guests and friends of the German Conference at Harvard,
As we face remarkable changes in politics, economy, academia, science, and
society all around the world, it is more than ever crucial to address global issues.
Over the next two days, we want to discuss how to tackle these challenges,
viewing them through the prism of the German perspective: How should our
societies deal with economic problems and uncertainty about the future in a
globalized world? Will the economic crisis trigger a “peace dividend,” as Western
nations slash their defense budgets? Do we still need the private health sector in
Germany? How can we ensure “green growth“ in a world of limited resources? By
bringing together politicians, researchers, authors, students, and activists from
across the globe, we wish to initiate and restart ongoing discussions of the most
salient issues facing Germany and the world.
We want to thank our speakers, moderators, and dedicated partners. We are
grateful to our Honorary Chairman, the German Ambassador to the United States
Klaus Scharioth, as well as to the Consulate General of the Federal Republic of
Germany in Boston, the Boston Consulting Group, our mobility partner Lufthansa,
the Haniel Foundation, the Bertelsmann Foundation, the Heinrich Böll Foundation
North America, the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, the German Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD), the German Information Center and the German-Swiss-Austrian
Caucus at the Kennedy School of Government.
We thank all the helping hands for the generous support which made this year’s
conference possible. And we thank you – for joining us here in Cambridge and for
sharing your thoughts.

Herzlich Willkommen!

The Organizing Committee 2011

February 15th, 2011
Cambridge, Massachusetts
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Agenda

Agenda

Friday, February 18

Saturday, February 19

12:30 - 1:15 pm

Registration

1:15 - 1:30 pm

Welcome by Ambassador Klaus Scharioth

1:30 - 2:30 pm
Keynote Address by Matthias Machnig:
			The Future of the European Left
2:30 - 3:00 pm

10:00 - 11:30 am
			

Panel II:
U.S. and German Labor Markets in the Crisis

11:30 - 12:00 pm

Coffee Break

12:00 - 1:30 pm

Panel III:
Western Security Policy in Times of Deficit and Debt

1:30 - 3:00 pm

Lunch

3:00 - 4:00 pm
			

Keynote Address by Ludger Volmer:
Climate Change, Poverty and the Green New Deal

4:00 - 4:30 pm

Coffee Break

4:30 - 6:00 pm
			

Panel IV
Financing Innovations in the Health Care Sector

Coffee Break

3:00 - 4:30 pm
Panel I:
			Changing Identities in Times of Crisis
4:30 - 5:00 pm

Coffee Break

5:00 - 6:00 pm
			

Keynote Address by Peter Bofinger:
The Global Economy after the Crisis

8:00 - 11:00 pm Dinner, Drinks & Jazz
			Dinner Speech by Ambassador Klaus Scharioth
			Sheraton Commander Hotel

Area Map
Sheraton Commander Hotel
Cambridge Common
Radcliffe Gym

6:00 pm Closing
			German Wine & Beer Tasting

Event location and directions
Event

Dinner

Radcliffe Gymnasium
10 Garden Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

Sheraton Commander Hotel
16 Garden Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

The closest subway stop is Harvard Square on the Red Line. For public transport in the area visit
www.mbta.com. A taxi from Logan Airport to Cambridge costs approximately $35.

Garden Street
Harvard Yard
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Panel I

Changing Identities in
Times of Crisis
What Unites Us as a Country,
What Unites Us as Citizens of the
World?
Friday, Feb 18, 3:00-4:30 pm
Amidst an international economic crisis, the fear
of terror and the perceived uncertainty about
the future, liberal western societies seem to be
facing an identity crisis. How will they react to
this blurring of values and ideals that this entails?
Is ethnocentric nationalism once again going
to offer the security of giving a well-defined
identity, or do the citizens reach out to seek for
new and variable kinds of identity?
Panelists
Mathias Risse • Professor of Philosophy & Public
Policy at the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy,
Harvard Kennedy School.
Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl • Member of the
European Parliament and the European People’s
Party.
Jutta Ditfurth • German social scientist and
publicist.
Bilal Kaleem • Executive Director of the Muslim
American Society of Boston.
Keli Carender • Political blogger and Tea Party
protest activist.
Moderator
Warren Getler • Director of the Trans-Atlantic
Relations Project at the Bertelsmann Foundation
Washington, DC.

Mathias Risse is Professor of Philosophy and Public Policy at
the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy at the Harvard Kennedy
School of Government. Before coming to Harvard, he taught
in the Department of Philosophy and the Program in Ethics,
Politics and Economics at Yale. Risse
studied
philosophy,
mathematics,
and mathematical economics at the
University of Bielefeld (Germany), the
University of Pittsburgh, the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem, and Princeton
University. He received his BA, BS and
MS in mathematics from Bielefeld, and
his MA and PhD in philosophy from
Princeton.
In his current work he concentrates on political philosophy and
ethics, with articles published in various journals. His research
interests are centered around contemporary political philosophy
and questions of justice and property, as well as decision theory
on rationality and fairness in group decision-making processes.
He is the director of the McCloy Scholarship Program at the
Harvard Kennedy School and is currently working on a book with
the preliminary title The Grounds of Justice: An Inquiry about the
State in Global Perspective.
Risse has both German and American citizenship.

Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl is a member of the European
People’s Party group in the European Parliament. Her
constituency is Lower Saxony.
After obtaining a MS in chemistry,
she served as a Fellow from 1972 to
1973 at the Max Planck Institute for
Biophysical Chemistry at the University
of Leuven (Belgium) and received her
PhD in physical chemistry. From 1974
to 1979, she researched for the Medical
University of Hannover before working
as Research Fellow (Akademische Rätin)
at the University of Hildesheim from 1979 to 1989. Today she
teaches pro bono at the University’s Institute of Social Sciences
and has been an honorary professor at the Department of
Education and Social Sciences since 2009.
Quisthoudt-Rowohl is a member of the German Christian
Democratic Union (CDU) party and serves on its regional board
in Lower Saxony as well as on the national party board. She
was first elected to the European Parliament in 1989 and has
since been continually reelected. She focuses on international
trade and international affairs and is an expert on education.
Currently she serves on the European Parliament’s Committee
on International Trade.
She was born in Etterbeek (Brussels region, Belgium), is married
with four adult children, and lives in Hildesheim.
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Jutta Ditfurth is a social scientist and publicist as well as an
activist in the new social movements, promoting ecological,
internationalist, feminist and socialist ideas.
Ditfurth is one of the founders of the German Green Party and
was one of the most prominent representatives of its more
radical left wing group at the time. From 1984 to 1989, she
served as one of the three honorary
spokespersons of its National Board.
She left the party in 1991 over concerns
that it had moved too far away from its
original visionary goals.
She has studied sociology, political
science, the history of art, economic
history, and philosophy in Heidelberg,
Hamburg, Freiburg, Glasgow, Detroit
and Bielefeld (Germany), earning an
MS in sociology in 1977. She then worked at the Universities
of Freiburg, Bielefeld and Marburg before moving to Frankfurt
(Main) in 1977. From 1980 on she has worked as journalist and
author.
She has published multiple books, and she released an
acclaimed biography of Ulrike Meinhof in 2007. Aside from her
work as a publicist, she has founded the small party Ecological
Left, has been active in the movement in several functions and
was member of the Frankfurt (Main) City Council for the party’s
list that defends ecological and antiracist values. She lives and
works in Frankfurt (Main), Germany.

Bilal Kaleem is a Dubin Fellow at Harvard’s Center for Public
Leadership. He currently serves as President of the Muslim
American Society of Boston (MAS-Boston). MAS-Boston,
the largest Muslim organization in New England, focuses on
increasing Muslim civic engagement
through teaching young Muslims social
responsibility and leadership, educating
and organizing the Muslim community
towards civic engagement, and working
in interfaith and intercommunity
coalitions on issues of shared concern.
MAS-Boston also manages the largest
Islamic Cultural Center in the New
England.
Bilal is also an associate partner at an investment banking firm
that focuses on projects that bring economic development and
job creation to U.S. communities that have high unemployment
and high poverty, but great infrastructure, while earning
profitable returns for investors.
He also serves on the board of the Greater Boston Interfaith
Organization (GBIO), and the Massachusetts Immigration and
Refugee Advocacy Coalition (MIRA).

Keli Carender is a political activist and blogger who has been
credited with being one of the first Tea Party activists. She organized
Tea Party-style protests even before the movement became known
under this name. In her blog Redistributing
Knowledge, she promotes her political
views under the nom de plume Liberty
Belle.
Carender has lived and worked in Ireland,
Australia, and New Zealand, and received
a graduate diploma in Education at
the University of Oxford. She taught
basic math to low-income adults before
becoming the Director of Outreach and
Education for State Budget Solutions and the Sunshine Standard.
These are both projects of Sunshine Review, an organization that
promotes the disclosure of government information online. She
is also a national support staff member for the Tea Party Patriots,
an umbrella organization that helps to organize local groups
associated with the Tea Party movement.
Her other interests include improvised comedy, and she has
performed with award-winning improv groups in Seattle, Oxford,
Edinburgh, Chicago, and Austin.

Warren Getler is the Director of the Trans-Atlantic Relations Project
at the Bertelsmann Foundation in Washington DC. He manages
the Bertelsmann Foundation’s efforts to foster constructive USEuropean dialogue in three core areas:
geopolitics, fiscal and monetary policy,
and legislative relationships. Mr. Getler
and his team provide operational analysis
and policy recommendations on these
shared challenges to the US administration
and Congress, national European
governments, and the European Union.
In addition to its government outreach,
the Trans-Atlantic Relations team
engages members of the business, labor, consumer and thinktank communities to highlight best practices in the trans-Atlantic
marketplace and the world economy. The Trans-Atlantic project
also brings together a broad “young leaders” network – comprising
staffers from Congress and the European Parliament – in
Washington, DC and Brussels to deliberate on pressing matters of
the day.
Prior to assuming duties at the Bertelsmann Foundation, he served in
various senior posts in international financial journalism. Mr. Getler
has also held numerous corporate positions, including director
of corporate communications at Discovery Communications/
Discovery Channel in Bethesda, Maryland. Mr. Getler has consulted
for Fortune 100 companies in the oil and gas, alternative energy,
aerospace and defense, media and high-tech sectors.
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Keynote Address
Matthias Machnig:

The Future of the
European Left
Friday, Feb 18, 1:30-2:30 pm
Biographical profile of Matthias Machnig on the page to
the right.

Keynote Address
Peter Bofinger:

The Global Economy after
the Crisis
Friday, Feb 18, 5:00-6:00 pm
Biographical profile of Peter Bofinger on the page to the
right.

Panel II

U.S. and German Labor
Markets in the Crisis
Challenging the Conventional
Wisdom?
Saturday, Feb 19, 10:00-11:30 am
Both the United States and German economies
are hit badly by the economic crisis of 2008 and
2009 - but while unemployment soars in the
U.S., the German labor market proves robust
even in the midst of the downturn. As global
demand recovers in 2010, staggering long-term
unemployment in the United States persists
while the German economy is quickly revitalized.
Much to the surprise of many observers:
Wouldn’t conventional economic wisdom about
U.S. flexibility and German labor market rigidity
have suggested otherwise? Drawing on the U.S.
and German experiences of 2008 to 2010, we
shall evaluate labor market performance and the
different stabilization policies employed in the
two countries and ask about the fundamental
lessons to be learned for policy-makers and
academic economists.
Panelists
Peter Bofinger • Professor of Economics at
Würzburg University, member of the German
Council of Economic Experts.
Richard B. Freeman • Herbert S. Ascherman
Professor of Economics, Harvard Economics
Department.
Matthias Machnig • Minister of Labor,
Economics and Technology in the State of
Thuringia.
Moderator
Pia Bungarten • Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES)
Representative to the U.S. and Canada.
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Peter Bofinger holds the Chair for Macroeconomics,
Money and International Economics at the University
of Würzburg. Since 2004, Professor Bofinger has been
a member of the German Council of Economic Experts,
the German government’s advisory
committee on economic policy
issues. On the council, Prof. Bofinger
has frequently been defending
Neo-Keynesian positions, calling
for the introduction of a general
minimum wage and, more recently,
for more expansionary fiscal and
wage policies to fight the economic
crisis and counter increasing
global imbalances. Peter Bofinger
is a Research Fellow of the Centre for Economic Policy
Research and Chairman of the Irving-Fisher-Society for
Economic and Monetary Policy. He also serves on the
editorial boards of several of Europe’s major economic
journals and regularly contributes to public debates on
economic issues, most recently with his book The Market
Beyond Remedy? Why We Need a Strong State Now.
Richard B. Freeman holds the Herbert Ascherman Chair
in Economics at Harvard University. He is currently serving
as Faculty Director of the Labor and Worklife Program at
the Harvard Law School. He directs
the National Bureau of Economic
Research / Sloan Science Engineering
Workforce Projects, and is Senior
Research Fellow in Labor Markets
at the London School of Economics’
Centre for Economic Performance.
Professor Freeman is a fellow of
the American Academy of Arts and
Science. In 2006, he received the
Mincer Lifetime Achievement Prize from the Society of
Labor Economics and was awarded the IZA Prize in Labor
Economics in 2007. His recent publications include What
Workers Want, Emerging Labor Market Institutions for
the 21st Century, America Works: The Exceptional Labor
Market, and What Workers Say: Employee Voice in the Anglo
American World.

Matthias Machnig has served as Minister of Economics,
Labor, and Technology in the German Federal State of
Thuringia since 2009. He is a member of the German Social
Democratic Party (SPD) and serves
as the party’s key strategist on the
future of the German economy, with
a special interest in strategies for
‘green growth’ and a ‘third industrial
revolution.’ He is a strong advocate
for competitiveness of the German
economy, and is re-thinking the role
of the state. He is also looking at the
impact of disparate economic and
social developments within the EU as well as between
Germany and the U.S.
Prior to his position in Thuringia, Matthias Machnig was
State Secretary in the German Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
(2005-2009). He also served as State Secretary in the
German Federal Ministry for Transport, Building and
Housing Affairs. From 1999-2002, Matthias Machnig was
Managing Director of the SPD and he continues to serve
as a key advisor to SPD Chairman Sigmar Gabriel. He was
the key strategist for the SPD’s federal election campaigns
in 1998 and 2002, and has been credited with having been
the driving force behind the party’s electoral victories.
From 2002-2005, Matthias Machnig worked as a business
consultant. He studied Sociology, History, English, and
Education at the German universities of Wuppertal and
Münster.
Pia Bungarten is the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung’s
Representative to the U.S. and Canada. Prior to her current
assignment, she was at FES headquarters in Berlin, serving
first as head of the Department of
Western Industrialized Countries,
then as Director of the Division
of International Dialogue. Pia
Bungarten’s work focuses on foreign
policy and international cooperation.
Her area of expertise is transatlantic
relations, where she has substantial
experience including her work as
director of the New York office of the
FES. She also initiated the Global Atlanticists Network, a
bipartisan network of German and U.S. lawmakers and key
policy advisors. The network furthers the U.S.-EU strategy
debate on key international and domestic policies,
ranging from nuclear proliferation and Middle East policy
to immigration and integration issues.

GERMAN CONFERENCE
at HARVARD 2011

7

Panel III

Western Security Policy in
Times of Deficit and Debt
Coherent Strategies in a
Changing World or Simply
Executing Budget Cuts?
Saturday, Feb 19, 12:00-1:30 pm
The global economic crisis did not only send
financial shockwaves around the globe, but it
also had a deep impact on international security
issues. What are the consequences of the changing
economic realities on Western security and defense
policy and on the global security architecture? Will
it lead to a widening of the transatlantic defense
gap, is it an engine for enhanced cooperation,
or is there no strategy but merely book-keeping
bureaucracy taking over? What security
architecture does the world need to tackle new
economic shifts peacefully?
Panelists
Niels Annen • Member of the Executive Board of
the Social Democratic Party of Germany and Fellow
at the German Marshall Fund of the United States.
Annette Heuser • Executive Director Bertelsmann
Foundation, Washington, DC.
Henning Riecke • Program Director USA /
Transatlantic Relations at the German Council on
Foreign Relations (DGAP).
Steve Clemons • Director of the American Strategy
Program at the New America Foundation.
Moderator
Klaus Linsenmeier • Executive Director Heinrich
Böll Foundation North America.

Niels Annen is a member of the Executive Board of the Social
Democratic Party of Germany (SPD) as well as a Fellow at the German
Marshall Fund of the United States.
An influential figure in the Social Democratic
Party of Germany (SPD) for the past decade,
Niels Annen has served in the German
Parliament from 2005 to 2009, representing
an electoral district in Hamburg, Germany’s
second largest city. He has been a foreign
policy leader in the SPD and a permanent
member of the Bundestag Committee on
Foreign Affairs. Within the committee he
has served on the Subcommittee for Arms
Control and Non Proliferation as well as the Subcommittee for the
United Nations. He regularly travels to Lebanon, Afghanistan, and
other regions where Germany has invested military, financial, and
human resources.
Niels Annen studied History and Latin-American Studies at the
Universität Hamburg in Germany and the Universidad Complutense
in Madrid, Spain. From 2000 to 2001, he was vice-chairman of the
International Union of Socialist Youth and from 2001 to 2004, he was
chairman of the Young Socialists in the SPD, the youth organization of
the Social Democratic Party of Germany.
Annette Heuser is Executive Director and founder of the Washington,
DC office of the Bertelsmann Foundation, a private, non-partisan
operational foundation that promotes and strengthens trans-Atlantic
cooperation. Before, she also helped establish the Foundation’s
Brussels office and served as its Executive Director from 2000 to 2006.
From 1995 to 2000, she was Director Europe/USA at the Bertelsmann
Stiftung in Gütersloh. In this function, she managed European and
trans-Atlantic projects, and developed European networking activities.
In the corporate sector, Heuser has served
as Vice President of International Relations
at Bertelsmann AG, Europe’s largest
media company. She also was editor of the
Jahrbuch der Europäischen Integration, an
annual publication that covers the year’s
institutional and political developments
concerning European integration.
Annette Heuser studied political science, law
and sociology at the University of Mainz in Germany. She has authored
articles on trans-Atlantic relations and European affairs that have
appeared in major US and European publications and has appeared
on numerous television news programs. Heuser is a member of the
Atlantic Council Board of Directors and its Strategic Advisors Group.
She is also vice chair of the Council on Foundations’ Global Philanthropy
Committee in the United States and a member of the European Council
on Foreign Relations. She previously served on the World Economic
Forum’s Global Agenda Council on the Future of the European Union.

Henning Riecke is Head of the USA/Transatlantic Relations Program at
the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Auswärtige Politik, the German Council on
Foreign Relations, which he joined in 2000. Dr. Riecke has participated
in expert groups and task forces organized by the Ministry of Defence,
the European Space Agency, the Social Democratic Party and several
private sponsors. Riecke teaches at the Free
University of Berlin.
Before joining the research institute in
November 2000, he was Thyssen PostDoc Fellow at the Weatherhead Center for
International Affairs, Harvard University,
with a project on US small arms and light
weapons policy. Between 1994 and 1999,
he held several positions at the Center for
Transatlantic Foreign and Security Policy
Studies, Free University of Berlin. In 1995, he spent five months as
Visiting Fellow at the Center for Science and International Affairs,
Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University.
Riecke holds a Political Science Doctorate and a Diploma from the
Free University of Berlin. He studied political science, with history
and national economy as minors, in Frankfurt (Main), and political
science with a focus on international relations in Berlin. Riecke has
published a number of articles on European security policy, especially
on developments in NATO and EU, on WMD proliferation and force
transformation.

Klaus Linsenmeier has been the Executive Director of the Heinrich Böll
Foundation North America since 2009. He was a professional in the field
of media distribution before joining Medico International in Frankfurt,
a German human rights NGO, as program-coordinator and later
managing director. From 1989 to 1996, Mr.
Linsenmeier was Director of Development
Programs, International Division at the
Buntstift Foundation (a German political
foundation affiliated with the Green Party)
in Göttingen. From 1992 to 1994, Mr.
Linsenmeier served on the Executive Board
of the Stiftungsverband Regenbogen e.V.,
the umbrella organization of Green-affiliated
foundations in Germany.
From 1996 to 2001 he was Program Director for the Foreign Policy and
European Affairs Department of the Heinrich Böll Foundation in Berlin.
From 2006 to 2009, he was Director of the International Division of the
Heinrich Böll Foundation in Berlin.
Mr. Linsenmeier holds a Master of Arts in Economics (Dipl. rer. pol.)
from the Albert Ludwigs University in Freiburg/Breisgau and studied
Small Enterprise Promotion at Cranfield School of Management/
UK and Business Administration (MBA) at the University of Hagen/
University of Wales.

Steven Clemons is a Senior Fellow and Director of the American
Strategy Program at the New America Foundation, where he previously
served as Executive Vice President. He is also publisher of the popular
political blog, TheWashingtonNote.com. A specialist in U.S.-Asia policy
and U.S. foreign policy matters as well as
broad international economic and security
affairs, Steve Clemons joined New America
in May 1999 after serving as Executive Vice
President of the Economic Strategy Institute.
Mr. Clemons has also served as Senior Policy
Advisor to Senator Jeff Bingaman and was the
first Executive Director of the Nixon Center in
Washington. In Los Angeles, Clemons served
for seven years as the Executive Director of
the Japan America Society of Southern California and co-founded the
Japan Policy Research Institute.
Steve Clemons writes frequently on foreign policy, defense, and
international economic policy. His work has appeared in most of the
major leading op-ed pages, journals, and magazines around the world.
Clemons serves on the Board of Directors of the Citizens for Global
Solutions Education Fund, the Starr Center for the American Experience
at Washington College, and on the Clark Center for Interdisciplinary
Studies of Contemporary Issues at Dickinson College.
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Keynote Address
Ludger Volmer:

Climate Change, Poverty
and the Green New Deal
Saturday, Feb 19, 3:00-4:00 pm
Ludger Volmer was Deputy Foreign Minister of the Federal Republic
of Germany from 1998 to 2002. He currently teaches foreign and
security policy at the department for international relations at the Free
University of Berlin.
A co-founder of the German Green Party,
he was party co-chairman from 1991 to
1994. He served as a member of the German
Parliament from 1985 to 1990 and from
1994 to 2005. In the Bundestag, he was a
member of the parliamentary committees on
foreign affairs, on economic cooperation and
development, on finance, and on the United
Nations. Focusing on world economic isssues
and foreign affairs, he worked for a fair trade
policy between the global North and the global South. He was heavily
involved in designing a strategy how to integrate crisis prevention and
civil conflict management into German foreign policy and then served
as Deputy Foreign Minister (Staatsminister im Auswärtigen Amt) to
Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer in the Red-Green coalition. During
his time in office, he was a member of the executive committee of the
German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP) and a founder as well as a
member of the board of directors of the Centre for International Peace
Operations (ZIF).
Ludger Volmer is also a founder of the NGO “World Economy, Ecology
& Development” (WEED), a freelance consultant and a shareholder of
several consulting companies. He studied social science and education
at Ruhr-University Bochum and holds a Doctorate in internal and
international politics, international law, and sociology.

Panel IV

Financing Innovations in
the Health Care Sector
Saturday, Feb 19, 4:30-6:00 pm
Creating and financing innovations in the health
care sector are key challenges to ensure future
health care provision. Germany and the United
States adopted different methods: Financiers
of health care innovations extensively use
alternative forms of investments such as venture
capital and private equity vehicles in the United
States whereas in Germany such vehicles are
less common. This panel discusses how this
development affects innovation in the health
care sector.
Panelists
Jens Eckstein • Healthcare VC Investor in
Boston.
Dominique Friederich • Expert on health care &
insurance and Principal at BCG Zurich.
Matthias von Schwanenflügel • German Federal
Ministry of Health.
Moderator
Sascha Spoun • President of Leuphana
University Lüneburg.

Jens Eckstein is a Healthcare VC Investor in Boston.
He joined TVM Capital in 2004, and is a General Partner
in the firm’s life sciences practice where he focuses
on earlier-stage investments. He is a member of the
Board of Directors of CoNCERT Pharmaceuticals, Inc.,
Enanta Pharmaceuticals, SelectX,
Inc., Rapid Micro Biosystems
and Anchor Therapeutics, and
served as an Advisor to Sirtris
Pharmaceuticals. As Director, Lead
Discovery and Research IT at Enanta
Pharmaceuticals, Inc., he directed
the company’s lead discovery and
knowledge management programs
for novel therapeutics in hepatitis,
asthma, psoriasis and other autoimmune disorders.
Prior to joining Enanta, he managed research groups
in biochemistry, structural biology, and computational
chemistry at Mitotix, Inc. (now GPC-Biotech). At Mitotix
he led the $48 million research collaboration with the
BASF Bioresearch Corporation (BBC) on Cdc25 anticancer
therapeutics. Dr. Eckstein is an Alumni of the Kauffman
Fellows Program.
Dr. Eckstein earned his doctorate, summa cum laude, in
biological chemistry at the University of Konstanz and
Harvard University. He was a postdoctoral fellow at the
University of California in San Francisco (UCSF). The
author of more than 20 scientific publications, Dr. Eckstein
also holds several issued and pending patents. He is
managing editor of Frontiers in Bioscience’s Current Topics
in Lead Discovery and serves as an editorial board advisor
for IDrugs. Dr. Eckstein is also an Advisor to the Alzheimer
Research Forum (ARF) and a founding member of the Cure
Dystonia Initiative Advisory Council (CDIAC).
Matthias von Schwanenflügel, LL.M.Eur., joined the
German Federal Ministry of Health in 1991 and has since
then worked in several of its departments, becoming Head
of the Directorate in 2005.  Dr. von Schwanenflügel holds
a doctorate in law, and focused on “The Development of
the EU’s Competencies in the Public Health Sector” during
his postgraduate studies in European and International
Law at the University of Bremen. In 2008, he published
a book on the reform of long-term care. Currently, he is
visiting the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
in Washington.

Dominique Friederich joined the Boston Consulting Group
(BCG) in 2004. She is a core member of BCG’s healthcare
and insurance practices and topic leader “health insurance”
and “European market access.”
Since 2007, Dominique has also
been supporting the set-up of BCG’s
healthcare and insurance practices
in the Middle East. Dominique has
worked intensively with clients in the
pharmaceutical and health insurance
sector on strategy, commercial
excellence and market access/payerrelated assignments. Dr. Friederich
holds a German, English and French master’s degree in
International Management ESCP-EAP (Paris, Oxford and
Berlin) and a PhD in Economics from the Catholic University
of Eichstaett-Ingolstadt. Her PhD thesis (summa cum
laude) deals with financing options for the German health
insurance system.
Sascha Spoun is President of Leuphana University
Lüneburg and guest professor for University Management
at the University of St. Gallen’s Business Administration
department. He is a guest lecturer at the University of
Zürich’s Economics department and involved in different
nonprofit initiatives. Trained as
economist and political scientist at
Universities in Switzerland (HSG),
France (HEC Paris, Sciences Po),
Germany and the US (University
of Michigan Business School, Ann
Arbor) he was part of the University
of St. Gallen’s full time faculty of
Business Administration for six years.
In addition to researching and
teaching, he was in charge as delegate of the President of a
fundamental curriculum reform to establish new Bachelor’s
and Master’s programs (1999-2006). His research interest
focuses on change in public organizations and on the aims,
theory, methodology, and practice of higher education.
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